Primary hepatic choriocarcinoma--a case report.
A 65-year-old man experienced anorexia and abdominal enlargement and died suddenly 45 days after admission. Multiple necrotic and hemorrhagic tumors were present in the liver (6 kg). The fragile tumor ruptured and a large amount of blood accumulated in the peritoneal cavity. The tumor was composed of cytotrophoblast and syncytiotrophoblast cells. Neoplastic cells were positive for human chorionic gonadotropin and negative for alpha-fetoprotein and carcinoembryonic antigen. The huge tumor directly invaded the entire antrum of stomach. Neoplastic trophoblastic cells proliferated mainly in the serosa and propria muscular layer of the stomach, and tiny cancer nests were observed in many vessels of the submucosa and propria mucosa. The serum alpha and beta human chorionic gonadotropin subunits showed a very high level; 51 ng/mL and 820 ng/mL, respectively. No tumor, cyst or scar was observed in the testes, mediastinum and retroperitoneum, macroscopically and microscopically. Based on these autopsy findings, we diagnosed this patient as having primary hepatic choriocarcinoma.